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LIVE IT OUT!

Take home conversation starters to nurture the practice of generosity in our
households and daily lives.

Live It Out! is a household supplement to The Generosity Project: 5G Sessions and
Worship. The Live It Out! conversation starters are intended for households with
one ar more members, those sharing living space temporarily or permanently; for
immediate family, extended family; and friends of all ages and generations, They
are intended for those who may experience multiple religious traditions or no
faith practices in their daily life.

Each conversation session consists of a theme, a goal, a key question, further
discussion prompts and words of affirmation and blessing. Corresponding
activity pages help launch conversations into understanding and action.

The goal of the Generosity Challenge is fo explore the meaning of tithing and the
idea of sharing 10 percent of all we earn or own. It is meant to trigger further
conversation — and a generous response.

The six household conversation starters may be used in six days, six weeks,
six months or as part of a congregational initiative related to The Generosity
Project. Allow plenty of time for these important conversations. May these
conversations and activities help shape the practice of generosity now and for
many generations to come!

Note: If a household of one, please substitute “me” for “we" and “my” for *our.”
Think about those with whom you could have these conversations — extended
family members or a small group of friends.
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LIVE IT OUT!

We Celebrate!

Gathering at the table. Celebrate God's generosity in the daily expression and
practice of our faith — at home and away from home.

Conversation #é The Table Is Ready...May God's generosity overflow through us

Let's take the seeds from The Generosity Project: 5G, continue the conversation, and
commit to hearing, knowing, living and celebrating God's Story of generosity in and
through us.

Ready, set, GIVE!

Key Question what wondrous, surprising, joy-filled things might happen because of
the generosity of our household?

Discussion Prompts

* What have we learned about generosity? What can we celebrate®
* What do we have yet to learn®g
* If we could feach someone else or a household about generosity, what would we share?

God’s Story

Of the five stories about God's generosity that we have received, which story, words,
or phrase within a story reflects us? Or has shaped us? (See next pages to review
Bible stories).

Write it here:

The title of cur household's story of generosity is:

Flease sign your individual names anywhere on this Covenant.

Affirmation + Blessing we are catching on...may God's story of grace and
generosity become our story.
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GOD’S STORY OF GENEROSITY IN US

As a household discuss and select one of God's
stories, wards or phrases below that most closely
reflects your own story of generosity, or the story
you would like to become. Highlight the story or
words you chose.

TGP: 5G #1. So, God created humans [in God's
image]; [God] made men and women. [God] gave
them a blessing and said: Have a lot of children!
Fill the earth with people and bring it under your
control. Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds
in the sky, and every animal on the earth. | have
provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to
eat. And | have given the green plants as food for
everything else that breathes. This will be food for
animals, both wild and tame, and for birds. God
looked at [all that was created]. All of it was very
good! (Genesis 1:27-31a CEV)

TGP: 5G #2. When Jesus saw the large crowd
coming toward him, he asked Philip, "Where will
we get enough food to feed all these people?”...
Philip answered, “Don't you know that it would take
almost a year's wages just to buy only a little bread
for each of these people?” Andrew, the brother of
Simon Peter, was one of the disciples. He spoke up
and said, “There is a boy here who has five small
loaves of barley bread and two fish. But what good
is that with all these people?” The ground was
covered with grass, and Jesus told his disciples to
have everyone sit down. About five thousand men
were in the crowd. Jesus took the bread in his hands
and gave thanks to God. Then he passed the bread
to the people, and he did the same with the fish,
until everyone had plenty to eat. The people ate all
they wanted, and Jesus told his disciples to gather
up the leftovers, so that nothing would be wasted.
The disciples gathered them up and filled twelve
large baskets with what was left over from the five
barley loaves.” (John 6:5-13 CEV)

TGP: 5G #3. On that day about three thousand
believed his message and were baptized. They spent
their time learning from the apostles, and they were
like family to each other. They also broke bread

and prayed together. Everyone was amazed by

the many miracles and wonders that the apostles
worked. All the Lord's followers often met together,
and they shared everything they had. They would
sell their property and possessions and give the
money to whoever needed it. Day after day they met
together in the temple. They broke bread together in
different homes and shared their food happily and
freely, while praising God. (Acts 2:41-47 CEV)

TGP: 5G #4. My friends, we want you to know that
the churches in Macedonia have shown others how
kind God is. Although they were going through hard
times and were very poor, they were glad to give
generously. They gave as much as they could afford
and even more, simply because they wanted to.
They even asked and begged us to let them have the
joy of giving their money for God's people. And they
did more than we had hoped. They gave themselves
first to the Lord and then to us, just as God wanted
them to do. I am not ordering you to do this. I am
simply testing how real your love is by comparing it
with the concern that others have shown. You know
that our Lord Jesus Christ was kind enough to give
up all his riches and become poor, so that you could
become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:1-9 CEV)

TGP: 5G #5. Jesus said to his disciples, “It's terribly
hard for rich people to get into the kingdom of
heaven! In fact, it's easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get
into God’s kingdom.” When the disciples heard this,
they were greatly surprised and asked, “How can
anyone ever be saved?” Jesus looked straight at
them and said, “There are some things that people
cannot do, but God can do anything.” Peter replied,
“Remember, we have left everything to be your
followers! What will we get?” Jesus answered: “Yes,
all of you have become my followers... But many
who are now first will be last, and many who are
last will be first. (Matthew 19:23-30 CEV)
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WE CELEBRATE

Action é

Our words and drawings illustrate all the things for which
we are grateful. Our household table overflows into our
neighborhood, our faith community, and the world.

&

The Generosity Challenge 10%

How much do we, as a household, have in total? What
would it mean to give away 10%? How hard would this be
to do? Who needs our generosity? How will we reach out
in generosity toa world in need? Make a plan to begin (or
continue) giving generously.

%% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work, Our hands,
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WE CELEBRATE

Action 7

We have been exploring the theme of living out our
generosity throughout the season of Easter, a time when
we celebrate that Jesus came back to life after death, and
promises to take us all to heaven in a life that never ends.
Let’s finish our exploration with a grateful celebration, using
the Generosity Challenge, below.

The Generosity Challenge .’
How can we celebrate all we have learned during this‘_ h
season? Let’s plan a feast! We might make a special meal,
and then deliver the same meal to another household who
is especially isolated during this time. We might gatherina
park with other households and each bring something
especially tasty to share. Maybe we will share our most
treasured recipe, and make a Cookbook of Generosity with
other households to remember this season of generous
sharing. Generosity leads to celebration—let’s celebrate!

Our plans for feasting include:

i
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